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Sept 04   Bible Study Group, 8 PM in Haaften     See page 24 
 
 
Sept 12   Bible Study Group, 8 PM at the parsonage, HTC  See page 24 
 
 
Sept 12   First Student Alpha meeting (informal drink)   See below 
 
 
Sept 13   Bible Study Group, 10 AM in Houten     See page 24 
 
 
Sept 22-23  Lecture weekend on ñWhy did God become man?ò  See page 09 
 
 
Sept 26   Bible Study Group, 8 PM at the parsonage, HTC  See page 24 
 
 
Sept 27   Bible Study Group, 10 AM in Houten     See page 24 
 

Autumn 
 
We are organising another Student Alpha course. Meetings will be held weekly on 
Tuesday evenings at the parsonage (Holy Trinity Utrecht). First meeting will be on 
September 12th. 
 
13 October  
 
Christian Classics study group on the Mystical Dimensions of the Liturgy. See page 12 
 
10-11 November 
 
Council and Leadership Away Weekend  
 
16-18 November  
 
Pilgrimage to Wittenberg. See July/August Newsletter. 
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This months Chaplainôs Letter is written by the Rev Grant Crowe, Amersfoort Chaplain 

Antioch 

Summer is coming to an end. We 

approach a new level of activity in our 

congregationsô lives, with home groups 

starting anew or once more, Harvest, All 

Saints, All Souls & Remembrance 

Services all approach fast, and quickly our 

planning picks up speed for our Advent 

season and Christmas celebrations. 

Summer to Christmas all in a few seconds! 

David last month, encouraged us to use a 

pause button ï to take time for personal 

retreat, to reflect, pray, be still, to listen. Iôd 

like to use that idea ï to pause and reflect 

ï in a different way , and before we rush 

into our own church activities in 

Groningen, Zwolle, Utrecht or Amersfoort, 

to hit the pause button and consider some 

reflections about a 1
st
 century church. 

Antioch is near the modern day city of 

Antakya, in southern Turkey. 2 hours west, 

by car (on good roads), from Aleppo in 

Syria. Looking back, biblical scholar, 

Raymond Brown shares: ñif in later 

patristic history Antioch proves to be a 

centre of both Christian theology, 

exegesis, and church power, a centre that 

affects the church throughout the whole of 

the Roman Empire, the seeds of its 

subsequent lofty status are already 

present in the first century.ò Another 

scholar, Richard Longnecker adds: ñapart 

from Jerusalem, no city of the Roman 

Empire played as large a part in the early 

life and fortunes of the Christian church as 

Antioch of Syria.ò  

Acts 11:v19-30 is where we read the 

formation of this church.  

1. it is a church born 

by persecution. 

Saul ï attacks the 

church, seeking to 

imprison all the 

Christians he can 

find (see Acts 8). 

This forces many of 

the Christians to 

flee. Some, (v19), 

travel as far as 

Antioch, 640 km 

away from 

Jerusalem. They tell 

the good news 
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about Jesus Christ and a new church is 

born. Striking. On one hand, it would have 

been possible to focus upon the 

devastation of the Jerusalem church ï 

estimated, that out of a city of 25000, 

10000 were Christians ï and yet here, we 

see how God uses this persecution, to 

form new congregations, including Antioch. 

It is moving also to reflect, how it was 

persecution that drove these believers 

away from their mother church and yet 

they seek to evangelise again, the mere 

act of which could provoke more 

persecution and force them to move once 

more.  There is much, still today, that we 

can learn from the persecuted parts of the 

Christian Church, and it is worth our time 

to become more aware of their stories and 

experiences. 

2. The Christians ï Jewish believers ï 

adapt óa fresh and creativeô approach to 

evangelism.ô Luke writes, some spoke only 

to Jews, but others spoke to Gentiles / 

Greeks also ï ñtelling them the good news 

about the Lord Jesus.ò This is a radical 

step ï radical because, for the first time, 

the message about Jesus is now being 

proclaimed in a non-Jewish manner. Jesus 

was no longer presented initially as óthe 

Christô i.e. the Messiah; he is presented as 

óLordô, using kyrios, a Hellenistic title given 

to the Greek deities. This word however 

was also familiar to Jews. The word 

Kyrios, was the Greek word used to 

translate the Hebrew name of God in the 

Septuagint (the Greek translation of the 

Hebrew Scriptures).
 
 It was a vital step. 

The Jewish believers when talking with 

Greeks, ñfound it was of little use to talk of 

Jesus as Messiah.ò
1
 There was no difficult 

translating the word, as the Hebrew word 

óMessiahô had been translated into the 

Greek word for óChristô. The issue was the 

meaning. ñThe word meant nothing to 

Greeks and needed endless explanation.ò
2
 

Yet óLordô Kurios was language they could 

begin to understand. It is a deliberate shift 

in language, to speak to the Greeks in a 

way they could understand better, which 

enabled their mission to succeed. They 

were the first Christian apologists.  

The Christians in Antioch took a fresh, 

new, different, but biblically orthodox, 

approach to sharing the Christian 

message. They sought a way that would 

connect with the people in Antioch. The 

previous approach had worked very well in 

Jerusalem and Judea, but it would not 

work with Greeks in Asia. So they adapted 

their communication. 

3. Mother church sends Barnabas (v.22-

23) to this new church ï a daughter church 

in effect. They send the óSon of 

Encouragementô (see Acts 4:36-37), to see 

what is happening, and he encourages 

them. I wanted to say thank you again to 

Holy Trinity Utrecht for all its support ï as 

1. Walls, Andrew F., The Cross Cultural Process in Christian History, (Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 2002, p.79 

2. Walls, The Cross Cultural, p.79  
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the mother church ï from your daughter 

church of All Saints. The resources you 

provided, personnel for rotas, the advice, 

the prayer, the support. Especially I want 

to thank again past and present wardens, 

past Councils and current one, and Father 

David, for all your encouragement for us 

as a daughter church. And as we move 

into our new venue in late October, we 

thank you in advance for the 

encouragement through words and 

prayers you will give us. We hope that, as 

Antioch was able to be of encouragement 

to Jerusalem (vv27-30), we will be 

sometime, in the future, able to be of 

encouragement to Holy Trinity, as well as 

to Groningen and Zwolle. 

4. The Hand of God ï not Maradona in 

this case (only football fans will get that!), 

but Barnabas sees the true hand of God at 

work (v21 & v23). He comes to a church 

that is quite different from Jerusalem. If the 

Jerusalem church was still meeting in the 

temple (possible, as Saul was now 

converted (Acts 9)), then here was a 

church meeting in homes. While the 

Jerusalem church was Jewish, this church 

was mixed ï Jews and Gentiles. And the 

approach to worship was different. Acts 15 

and Galatians 2, suggests that before 

people ï other than Barnabas ï came to 

visit Antioch, Gentiles and Jews ate 

together comfortably, which would have 

included sharing the Lordôs Supper, Holy 

Communion together. It appears, that 

Antioch did this from the start, which was 

not the practice in Jerusalem. Barnabas 

however, while things are different in 

Antioch, he sees the hand, the grace of 

God at work and ñencouraged them to 

remain true to the Lord with all their 

hearts,ò (v24). It is easy to look at 

something different, a different church, a 

different denomination, and because they 

are different and donôt do it the way we 

value and prefer, we somehow can, within 

us, óde-value themô, saying they arenôt as 

serious about their faith, or not as 

reverential or not as enthusiastic and so 

on. But Barnabasô example ï and 

challenge ï when we see churches, 

congregations, ministries etc, that are 

different, is to begin with asking ï do I see 

the grace of God, the hand of God in this? 

5. Risk taking. Barnabas takes a risk. He 

sees what is going on, people becoming 

disciples and then he goes to Tarsus to get 

Saul, (v25). After his conversion, Saul left 

Damascus and visited Jerusalem, where 

he had met Barnabas. After tension in the 

city caused by his preaching, the apostles 

encouraged him to go back to his home 

city of Tarsus. Why was this a risk? 

Barnabas sees he needs help and goes 

and gets someone, we know will be a 

great apostle. But why did this church exist 

in Antioch? Persecution. Who led that 

persecution? Saul. So we donôt know how 

this went. But Barnabas ï who I always 

imagine as a big version of Gimli (Lord of 

the Rings) - brings in Saul and says, óhi 

everyone, this is Saul, do you know him?ô 

and perhaps some church members said 

óyes, I know him, he is the reason that my 

family is in prison, or because of him I am 

living 640km north from my home etc). 
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Barnabas brings in someone, who 

potentially, could have caused great 

division. But there is no sign of this 

reaction and when we read the rest of 

Acts, I feel a great sense of warmth 

between the Antioch church and Paul, 

which wasnôt there to the same degree as 

between the Jerusalem church and Paul. 

The believers in Antioch were people of 

great generosity in their love, were 

forgiving, accepting him as a fellow 

believer and accepting him that he could 

teach them.  

Risk. When you chat to most priests ï I 

think ï and ask them about points along 

their way of discerning the Lordôs calling, 

I think most will talk of being given 

opportunities to try / do  something. 

Maybe someone invited them help with a 

youth camp, or to do readings or 

intercessions, or some other way. 

Barnabas gives Saul a great opportunity, 

supported by the Antioch congregation. 

Can we this autumn, give someone a 

chance ï to invite someone to help us 

with a ministry or a task in church ï not 

because we need the help necessarily 

but because it will perhaps be a step 

along the way of them serving our God? 

Can we be a church who allows such 

órisksô where people can be invited to try 

things and if they fail, we do not say 

ónever againô but help pick them up and 

encourage them to try again. Barnabas 

took a huge risk and yet he felt sure 

under God it was right and he knew Saul, 

the church supported his actions and 

blessing ï as we read ï v25-26 ï came to 

the church and of course, later to the 

wider Christian church as Saul / Paul 

grew in his ministry.  

So we press the play button, as we head 

into the autumn, but consider if the 

church in Antioch has things to say into 

our individual and corporate lives. 

 

 

In Christ. 

Grant 
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As I had mentioned, All Saints had been 

told that this autumn we would have to 

move from Heilige Geest Kerk, which has 

been our home since December 2015. 

We have been very blessed to have had 

access and use of that church building for 

our Sunday and midweek activities. As 

you know we have been searching, and 

you have been praying. In July, we 

believe the Lord led us to the right home 

for the present time. It is a community 

centre ï called Nieuwe Erven. It is about 

5 minutes walk from Heilige Geest Kerk. 

Here is the website:  

http://www.nieuweerven.nl/ 

The organisers have warmly welcomed 

us. It allows us to meet on a Sunday 

morning at our usual time ï which was an 

issue preventing us from other church 

buildings. It holds up 120 people which is 

a little larger than our current size. It has 

a smaller separate building which we can 

use for our childrenôs work which will offer 

some new exciting possibilities. It offers 

good potential for our local mission work 

as the Nieuwe Erven, through its 

volunteers, hosts or does quite a lot of 

community based work, and there may be 

a way to get involved in that work. And it 

has a well equipped kitchen ï for the all 

important coffee and cake!  If you had 

asked us ï a year ago ï where the Lord 

may lead us ï we would not have 

imagined this outcome. But we know the 

Lord has led us there.  

We have agreed an initial 12 month 

contract. We see the Nieuwe Erven as 

our home but a temporary one. So we will 

seriously consider any church buildings 

that do become available ï but of course, 

we will only move again when we have 

found the right church building suitable for 

our vision and needs.  

Our final service at Heilige Geest Kerk 

will be on Sunday 15
th
 October. Our first 

service at Nieuwe Erven ï the following 

week, on 22
nd
 October.  

We thank you for how you have prayed 

for us and with us for a venue. Your 

prayers have been answered. Weôd ask 

your prayers for two particular things. 1. 

Our move to go well and smoothly, and 

that Nieuwe Erven would become quickly 

a new home for us. 2. Storage, it looks 

likely we may not have storage room on 

site, but we pray for the Lord to provide a 

way to have most of our necessary items 

onsite.  

Thank you. Revd Grant Crowe.  

http://www.nieuweerven.nl/
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This year New Testament Scholar Dr 

Crispin Fletcher-Louis will be visiting the 

Netherlands in September and will offer a 

2-day seminar on 'Why did God become 

man?', Friday 22 September 10-5pm and 

Saturday 23 September 10-5pm, both at 

Holy Trinity Utrecht. 

The teaching and discussion will be 

anchored in foundational Old Testament 

texts (especially Genesis 1) and the 

Gospel accounts of Jesusô ministry (esp. 

Mark 1ï8) and address these questions: 

What does it mean to be human?  Why did 

God become a man, in Jesus of Nazareth?  

What difference does it make to our 

humanity that God became a human 

being?  The material will be informed by 

some of the latest research on the 

meaning of biblical texts in their original 

first century Jewish and ancient Israelite 

contexts.  It will also be oriented to the 

practical realities of our lives and 

spirituality (in the workplace, in our 

families, in our church communities and 

the public square). 

There is space for 25 participants. Snacks, 

coffee / tea and lunch are included, as well 

as all study handouts.  All-in 50 Euro per 

person for both days together. 

 

For further information, contact Jos 

at jos@strengholt.info.   

Holy Trinity Anglican Church in Utrecht is hosting a self-supporting annual seminar 
bringing in lecturers from around the world to enliven and deepen our theological 
discussion.  This September we will host the first of these seminars.  We are grateful to Fr 
Jos Strengholt who had the idea and is bringing this new initiative about! 

About the Author 

Crispin Fletcher-Louis (D.Phil, Oxford) is the Director of Whymanity 
Research and Training. He has held posts at Kingôs College London, and 
the universities of Durham and Nottingham.  He was the founder of 
Westminster Theological Centre, where he served as the Principal until 
2012.   

See more on his website:  www.jesusmonotheism.com  

mailto:jos@strengholt.info
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Ella Schoonhoven celebrates her 60th anniversary as 

a chorister at Holy Trinity Church Utrecht this 

September. Her passion to sing in our Church started 

when she was just sixteen years old - 1956! - and our 

church remains not only her spiritual home, but also 

the place where she can express her faith through 

singing in our choir.  

Ella came from a strong Dutch Reformed background, 

with her father one of the elders of the nearby 

Wilhelminakerk and her mother one of the sopranos in 

the choir of the Jacobikerk (St James). She started her 

musical passion as an eleven year old, joining her 

mother in songs of praise. She entered our church 

doors after she had read an advertisement in the local 

newspaper which said that our church was a place 

where you could learn the ñQueenôs Englishò and she 

was also immediately drawn to the great British ñchoral 

traditionò.  

It wasnôt long before the choir master, Arnie 

Hutchinson, spotted her talents while she sang hymns 

with the congregation and he was instrumental in 

training Ella as an alto. Ella proudly tells us that the choir master called in at her parents 

and asked their permission as to whether she could sing in the choir of the Anglican 

church.  

Ella has thrown herself into songs of praise in our church with great energy and lots of 

passion. She has formed great and enduring friendships in our choir with fellow choristers, 

of which her friendship with Oeke Kruythof is most prominent. Throughout the decades 

Ella has found a source of solace and inspiration in those songs of praise.  

She has also served our church in other capacities, such as social secretary in the Council 

in the 1980s and was one of the hands-on gardeners in the church gardens in the 1990s. 

Ella enjoys singing with the younger and new generation of choristers at Holy Trinity. As a 

mother and retired teacher, she has a lot of empathy for young families and individuals 

who strive to balance the demands of work, study or family obligations, with their desire to 

sing to Godôs praise for our Church.  

Happy Anniversary, Ella! May you long continue to sing your praises for us all.  

Arnie    
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Weôre starting up again! The kidsô choir 

has been running for several months now 

and the children have already sung for us 

on a few occasions. This season we think 

it would be great if we could start 

contributing more regularly to church 

services, by hopefully singing every first 

Sunday in the month (during the all-age 

worship services). To reach this goal we 

could use some help, and that is where 

you come in! 

We are looking for more children who 

would like to join the choir - please feel 

free to pass on our contact details (below) 

to anyone who might be interested - 

thanks! 

We are also (as previously mentioned in 

the Church bulletin) looking for musicians 

who would be willing to accompany the 

children every once in a while, for example 

during the Crib service on Christmas Eve. 

All instruments and abilities welcome. 

Kids Choir rehearsal times: 

1
st
 Sunday in the month: 9.30-10.15am 

rehearsal in the parsonage. 

Once the children have practised in the 

preceding weeks they can then sing during 

the All Age Worship service starting at 

10.30am. 

2
nd
 Sunday in the month: no rehearsal. 

3
rd
, 4
th
 (and 5

th
) Sundays: 12.30-1.15pm 

rehearsal in church. Children who attend 

the church service should bring a small 

packed lunch to eat (in the parsonage) 

before the rehearsal. 

 

For more info or to get involved, please 

contact Muriel Zwart 

(mezwart@hotmail.com or 06-51287711) 

or Beth Houdijk (beth.houdijk@gmail.com 

or 06-26885323).  

This contribution was written by Beth Houdijk 

We are planning to have an Away 

Weekend for members of the Leadership 

Teams of our four churches (Groningen, 

Zwolle, Amersfoort and Utrecht) and the 

Chaplaincy Council at the Nieuw Zion 

retreat centre near Deventer for 

the Friday evening 

and Saturday the 10 and 11 of November. 

The purpose is to get to know one another, 

to have a clearer sense of our ministry 

and mission and to discuss our life 

together in the Chaplaincy.  In preparation 

for this meeting it is hoped that the four 

leadership teams could discuss in 

their meetings in September/October a 15 

minute presentation of SWOT (strengths/

weaknesses/opportunities/threats) for the 

first night together.  Also we need to think 

about how the chaplaincy can work 

strategically in ministry and mission and 

how we can be interdependent ï what can 

each church give to and receive from the 

wider chaplaincy.  

mailto:mezwart@hotmail.com
mailto:beth.houdijk@gmail.com
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Over the summer we celebrated many weddings and a vow renewal. Here are some of the 

pictures! 

On Friday October 13, the Christian 

Classics Study Group will explore the 

mystical dimension of the liturgy. We will 

look at questions such as, What is the 

deeper meaning of that which is 

celebrated in the liturgy? How does the 

liturgy symbolise and deepen our inner 

relationship with God? Starting point for 

our discussion will be selected texts from 

late medieval mystics of the Low Countries 

which address the relationship between 

the liturgy of the Church and what they 

describe as the 'inner liturgy' of  the human 

person relating to God. More information 

and texts for discussion will be posted on 

the website. The evening begins, as usual, 

with supper at 6:30pm in the Parsonage 

Hall and the talk and discussion begins 

at 8pm. The evening will be led by Dr. 

Ineke Cornet, who completed a PhD on 

late medieval mysticism at the Catholic 

University of Leuven. Currently, she is a 

lecturer and supervisor for online courses 

of the Jesuit College of Spirituality in 

Melbourne, Australia.  
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Dear friends and family, 

 

We would like to thank you for coming to our wedding vow renewal ceremony last Sunday. 

We had a really good day. It felt so good to share this day with you. The weather was 

wonderful, the food you all brought was wonderful and the fact you were there made it all 

really brilliant.  

For friends and family who were not able to come, my mum and sister who really wanted 

to come but couldnôt, my family in Chile who would have really been happy to share this 

day with us, I just want to say: thank you for your lovely, caring messages and phone calls. 

You were all present in spirit. 

A special thanks to father David who made the ceremony possible and wrote a very 

meaningful and moving sermon, to Brian Maria and Haikki for the very good sounding, 

soulful music, to Mamolepa for moving us during the prayer of intercession, to Kit for 

showing us the way around the church, to Judy, Jan, Juliana and the other great people 

who helped run the pot-luck. It was incredible how efficient you all were. Thank you! 

with much love and appreciation, 

 

Paula and Cristan  
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