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Encountering God – Biblical Examples

◦Genesis 12.1 – Abraham 

◦Genesis 16.7-13 – Hagar 

◦Genesis 32.22-32 – Jacob 

◦ Exodus 3 – Moses 

◦Ruth – Ruth and Naomi 

◦ 1 Kings 8 – Israel/Solomon

◦ 1 Kings 19.10-18 – Elijah 

◦Nehemiah 8.1-2 – Israel 

◦Psalm 19 – psalmist 

◦ Isaiah 6 – Isaiah 

◦Daniel 9.2ff, 20ff – Daniel   

◦ Luke 1 – Mary 

◦ Luke 10.38-41 – Mary and Martha 

◦Acts 9 – Saul 

◦Acts 10 – Peter 



Encountering God – Biblical Examples
◦ Genesis 12.1 – God simply spoke 

◦ Genesis 16.7-13 – Hagar flees from abuse and an angel ministers to her 

◦ Genesis 32.22-32 – Jacob wrestles with an angel

◦ Exodus 3 - Moses – burning bush

◦ Ruth – Ruth experiences God through Naomi and through her care for Naomi 

◦ 1 Kings 8 – God’s presence in the form of a cloud settles in the temple during worship 

◦ 1 Kings 19.10-18 – Elijah experiences God through a whisper while he was in a cave

◦ Nehemiah 8.1-12 – reading the books of the law leads to prayer, repentance, feasting 

◦ Psalm 19 – moved by creation the psalmist declares that the heavens declare the glory 
of God 

◦ Isaiah 6 – Isaiah has a vision 

◦ Daniel 9.2ff, 20ff – reading scripture turning to prayer and fasting, then an 
encounter with an angel 

◦ Luke 10.38-41 – Mary sits at the feet of Jesus while Martha busies herself with activity 

◦ Acts 9 – Paul and blinding light and a voice on the road to Damascus

◦ Acts 10 – Peter's vision while praying  



Psalms 

The psalms reveal to us ways people have expressed their 

relationship with God and show us different ways we can 

approach God 

◦ praise - 97, 150

◦ thanksgiving - 147

◦ lament - in sadness and despair - 22, 42

◦ repentance – 51 



Places of Encounter 

People encountered God in a variety of places and settings

◦ Moses and a burning bush (Exodus 3), in the wilderness

◦ Elijah in a cave hearing the whisper of God (1 Kings 19) 

◦ Ps 119 - encountering God through his word, tabernacle/temple instructions 
- candles, incense, actions,

◦ Wise men saw the star as a sign from God

◦ Jesus withdrawing to a solitary place, 

◦ Luke 7:36-38 - woman who annoints Jesus with oil 

◦ Paul on a road (Acts 9) 

◦ Peter in prison (Acts 12)



What have been some places 

where you have encountered God? 

Have there been certain situations 

where you have had a special or 

significant encounter with God? 



The Bible contains a range of ways in which people encounter 

God and in how God relates to people

◦ God is creative in the ways God communicates and engages with people

◦ God is not limited to only working in certain ways

◦ For people prayer, reading the Bible, fasting, worship, gathering for 

church are important parts of our relationship with God 

◦ However, there are no set ways that guarantee an experience of God



structured ---------------- spontaneous

intellectual --------------- experiential

solitude ------------------ community

introvert ----------------- extrovert 



Reflect 

Reflect on 

◦ the types of spiritual practices that appeal to you

◦ the types of services that you feel comfortable in  

◦ do you see any connections with the 

personality/character traits that you saw on the 

previous slide? 

Does this provide with you some insights into your 

spiritual disciples and why you prefer some and 

struggle with others? 


