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Welcome to Worship! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

A l l  S a i n t s  
 A N G L I C A N  C H U R C H  A m e r s f o o r t  

 

Christmas Morning All Age Holy Communion 
 
 

 
 

 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has told us about.’  
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who 
was lying in the manger. (Luke 2:15-16) 
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Happy Christmas! Welcome to all, as we gather to worship together. 
We celebrate the wonderful events that took place, as the Lord God 
came among us, Immanuel. The God up there, became truly truly the 
God down here and as John's Gospel says  “The Word became flesh and 
blood and moved into the neighbourhood.” (John 1, The Message Bible).  
 
The Good News of Jesus comes to all sorts and invites their worship of 
Christ – it comes to shepherds (not trusted in some people’s eyes, or see 
as religiously unclean), it comes to foreign star gazers, (very different 
from the local Jewish population).  Christmas declares, that the 
invitation of God to know, worship and adore Jesus, comes to all sorts, 
all ages, all backgrounds and all nationalities. 
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All Saints is committed to being a church of Up (worship & 
prayer), In (deep community and lifelong discipleship), 

and Out, (service of others and evangelism). 
 
We invite you to join us for our refreshments served after our worship service, 
as we celebrate Christmas together.  During our service there is an 
unsupervised creche area available for under 4s. Please talk to our welcomers 
to know more about All Saints or if you have questions. 

 
 

 
 

 
The Gathering of God’s People 

 
Please say / pray together the words in bold type … 

 
In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 
All: and also with you. 

 

Words of welcome and introduction 
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The Four Advent candles are lit,  followed by our large white candle to 
remind us of Christ, the Light of the World. 
 
God our Father, 
today the Saviour is born 
and those who live in darkness are seeing a great light. 
Would you cleanse, fill, bless this place  
where we meet in your name for worship. 
Help us, who greet the birth of Christ with joy, 
to live in the light of your Son 
and to share the good news of your love. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the light who has come into the world. 
All: Amen. 
 
People of God: shout and sing! 
Tell the good news of peace on earth. 
 
Lord, bring us today into Christ’s peace. 
All God’s people say: 
All: Amen! 
 
Angels dance 
and the bright star shines. 
All creation bows to the Lord of all. 
 
Lord, bring us today into Christ’s light. 
All God’s people say: 
All: Amen! 
 
One with us, 
yet born to save, 
he will show us the way to God. 
 
Lord, bring us today into Christ’s love. 
All God’s people say: 
All: Amen! 
 
People of God: shout and sing: 
All: Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen! 
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Carol (s) 
 
(we sit or kneel to pray) 
 
I bring you good news of great joy: 
All: a Saviour has been born to you. Alleluia. 
 
Unto us a child is born, 
All: unto us a Son is given. Alleluia. 
 
He is Christ the Lord. Alleluia. 
All: We worship and adore him. Alleluia. cf Luke 2:10,11 & Isaiah 9:6 
 

 
Silence to reflect… 

 
Prayers of Penitence 
Christ the Light of the world has come  
to dispel the darkness of our hearts.  
In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins... 
 

Silence to reflect… 
 
Lord of grace and truth, 
we confess our unworthiness 
to stand in your presence as your children. 
We have sinned: 
All: forgive and heal us. 
 
The Virgin Mary accepted your call 
to be the mother of Jesus. 
Forgive our disobedience to your will. 
We have sinned: 
All: forgive and heal us. 
 
Your Son our Saviour 
was born in poverty in a manger. 
Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
We have sinned: 
All: forgive and heal us. 
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The shepherds left their flocks 
to go to Bethlehem. 
Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision. 
We have sinned: 
All: forgive and heal us. 
 
The wise men followed the star 
to find Jesus the King. 
Forgive our reluctance to seek you. 
We have sinned: 
All: forgive and heal us. 
 
May God who loved the world so much 
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 
forgive you your sins 
and make you holy to serve him in the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 

. 
Gloria in Excelsis (we stand…) or a Carol may be sung instead  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen 
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In our Scriptures and sermon we are listening to what the Holy Spirit wants to say to us.  
During / after the scriptures and sermon try asking yourself some questions: 
 
Did the Scriptures / sermon speak to me this morning? Why? 
 
How can I apply what the Lord was saying to me, in my circumstances? 
 
Will it cost me something in my home, my work, my church or my relationships? 
 
Does it mean reconciliation, restitution, even difficulty? 
 
 
 

 
Anglican Prayer for this Christmas Morning (remain standing) 
Let us pray  
 
Some moments for silent prayer and thanksgiving... 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
your birth at Bethlehem 
draws us to kneel in wonder  
at heaven touching earth: 
accept our heartfelt praise 
as we worship you, 
our Saviour and our eternal God. 
All: Amen. 

 

Proclaiming and Receiving the Word 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First Bible Reading: (which can be followed in our church bibles) 
 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord: 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Carols / Songs may be sung 
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Gospel (Please stand. This can be followed in our church bibles.) 

 
Hear the Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to N 
All: Glory to you, O Lord 
 
When the reading finishes the reader says: 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord: 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Sermon 

 

Thought to consider this Christmas time...  

The incarnation, that particular moment was like none other.  For in that 
segment of time a spectacular thing occurred.  God became a man. 
 While the creatures of earth walked unaware, Divinity arrived.    

The omnipotent, in one instant, made himself breakable.  He who had 
been spirit became pierce-able. He who was larger than the universe 
became an embryo.  And he who sustains the world with a word chose 
to be dependent upon the nourishment of a young woman.   

(minister, writer, Max Lucado, 2019). 
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The Nicene Creed (we stand) 
This Christmas, we stand with Christians throughout the centuries, in 
different time zones, and throughout the world,  to affirm our faith. 
 
All: We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
 
Prayers of Intercession (we sit or kneel) 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
 
These responses may be used... 
 
Lord in your mercy,  or Lord Jesus, 
Hear our prayer     hear our prayer 
 
Our intercessions may end with… 
 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen 
 
 
The Peace (we stand) 
 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,  
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.    Isaiah 9:6 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All: and also with you 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace… 
 
Everyone is invited to exchange a sign of peace,  
shaking hands, or giving a hug, and saying ‘Peace be with you’  
and responding ‘and also with you’ 
 
If you are greeting someone you don't know, do introduce yourself 
briefly. 
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At All Saints, all are welcome to receive Holy Communion if you are 
baptised and you would normally receive in the church you regularly 
attend. If you would prefer not to receive bread and wine, you would 
be also welcome to come and receive a prayer of blessing. If you 
would like such a prayer, when you come forward, if you have your 
hands by your side, the minister will pray God’s blessing on you.  
You are welcome also to remain seated and to think and pray... 

Celebrating at the Lord’s Table 
 
Offertory Carol / Song 
 
Your offerings towards the work of this church will be received during 
this carol. 
 
There will also be an opportunity, in a basket, to donate towards our 
monthly focus for our church charitable giving.  Our charitable giving in 
our service goes towards the Bishop of Europe's Advent Appeal.   
 
It is also possible to use the app GIVT here at All Saints if you prefer to 
give digitally to either the work of All Saints or to the Bishop's Appeal. 
 
The collection is presented at the table and this prayer is said... 
Generous God, 
creator, redeemer, sustainer, 
at your table we present this money, 
symbol of the work you have given us to do; 
use it, use us, 
in the service of your world 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 
 
The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it. 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving. 
Word made flesh, life of the world, 
in your incarnation you embraced our poverty: 
by your Spirit may we share in your riches. 
All: Amen 
 
The Lord is here.  
 All:  His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
All:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All:  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God. 
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who for love of our fallen race humbled himself, 
and was born of the Virgin Mary 
by the power of your Spirit, 
and lived as one of us. 
 
In this mystery of the Word made flesh, 
you have caused his light to shine in our hearts, 
to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In him we see our God made visible 
and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see. 
 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
 
All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 



 13 

We sit or kneel as we continue our prayer... 
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
All: To you be glory and praise for ever. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
All: To you be glory and praise for ever 
 
Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord 
 
Praise to you Lord Jesus 
All: Dying you destroyed our death 
rising you restored our life 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 



 14 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: To you be glory and praise for ever. 
 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
 
All: Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
The Lord's Prayer (we sit or kneel) 
 
Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,  
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 
 
All: Our Father,  who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread. 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
All: Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
Invitation to Communion.  
During this invitation those assisting with communion and any musicians 
are to come forward to receive. 
 
Come to this table,  
not because you must but because you may;  
not because you are strong but because you are weak;  
not because you have arrived  
but because you are still on a journey;  
come because you love the Lord a little and want to love him more. 
Above all come, because He loves you  
and gave Himself for you. 
 
God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 
All: Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father 
 
We pray together 
All: Most merciful Lord, 
your love compels us to come in. 
Our hands were unclean, 
our hearts were unprepared; 
we were not fit 
even to eat the crumbs from under your table. 
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, 
and share your bread with sinners. 
So cleanse and feed us 
with the precious body and blood of your Son, 
that he may live in us and we in him; 
and that we, with the whole company of Christ, 
may sit and eat in your kingdom. 
Amen 
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Stewards will invite each row to come forward to receive bread and 
wine, or a prayer of blessing.  
 
If you are unable to come forward and would like Communion brought 
to where you are seated, please do let the steward know and he / she 
will inform the minister. The minister and those assisting will bring bread 
and wine to you. This will happen when everyone, who is able to come 
forward, has received. 
 
We do have gluten free bread available, and grape juice if you prefer 
not to take wine.  Please do inform a steward that you prefer this, or let 
the minister know as you come forward.  
 
The minister says to each person as they receive the bread:  
The body of Christ keep you in eternal life’  
or 'The body of Christ broken for you 
The response is  ‘Amen’  
 
And as they receive the wine:   
'The blood of Christ keep you in eternal life'  
or 'The blood of Christ shed for you.' 
The response is ‘Amen’ 
 
During communion there will be either music played or carols sung. You 
are welcome to join in with singing any of the carols being played (the 
carols will be indicated on our screen).  
 
Once Communion has ended, a Post Communion carol / hymn will be 
announced. 
 
 
Post Communion Hymn / Carol 
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Going out as God’s People 
 
Post Communion Prayers (we sit or kneel to pray)  
God our Father, 
whose Word has come among us 
in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: 
may the light of faith illumine our hearts, 
and shine in our words and deeds; 
through him who is Christ the Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 
All: Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 
Closing Carol 

 
Blessing & The Sending Out (we remain standing) 
 
May the joy of the angels 
the eagerness of the shepherds 
the perseverance of the wise men 
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 
and the peace of Christ 
be yours this Christmas; 
and the blessing of God Almighty,  
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
All:  Amen. 
 
Go in peace to leave and serve the Lord. 
All: In the Name of Christ. Amen. 
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You are invited to join us for refreshments after this service!  
 

On the table near coffee, there are leaflets and prayer resources, which 
are free to take away.  
 
On the same table, there is also a photoboard to help us to get to know 
each other. And a contact card, which we'd like to ask you to fill in, if you 
would like us to have your details and to keep in touch with you. Please 
return that card to one of the coffee team or to the minister. 
 
Getting to know us further 
Our Church website: www.allsaintsamersfoort.nl   
 
You can also follow us on our Facebook page ‘All Saints Anglican Church’ 
or on Twitter @CofEAmersfoort.  
 
To contact our Minister: Revd Grant Crowe, 06 299 72 303. 
chaplain@allsaintsamersfoort.nl 
 
Thank you for all that you have given to All Saints. 
To donate financially, or to ask questions about finance, our information 
is on our website. Or please feel free to contact our treasurer with any 
questions at treasurer@allsaintsamersfoort.nl 
It is also possible to donate through GIVT to All Saints. 
 
To find out more about the other Anglican Churches  
in the Netherlands. The website: http://anglican.nl/ 
 
To know more about the Church of England here in Europe -  
the Diocese of Europe website is - https://europe.anglican.org/  
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Bible text from Holy Bible, New International Version® Anglicized, NIV® Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, 
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from Henry Wansborough, Luke. Action from Tom Wright, Lent for Everyone: Luke. Pre-Bible reading comments,  
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